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 WFC Added Four New Properties  
in the Last Year

It has been a busy year for the Weekapaug Foundation 
for Conservation!  In the last almost twelve months, 
WFC has added over one hundred acres of conservation 
land to its portfolio.  Thank you to all of our donors who 
have made this possible!

For the first time in over one hundred years since the breachway’s 
construction, Quonochontaug Pond was dredged through the 
joint efforts of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), Coastal Resources Management Council, Save the Bay, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the RI Department of Envi-
ronmental Management.  The total cost of the project was $2 mil-
lion, which included funds from a NOAA grant and matching funds 
from the towns of Westerly, Charlestown, the Shelter Harbor Con-
servation Society and Salt Ponds Coalition.  For a period of time, it 
was uncertain if the project would be fully funded, but numerous 
individuals and organizations stepped forward to make sure that the 
full project scope would be actualized.  WFC was pleased to support 
the Quonochontaug Dredging and Salt Marsh Restoration Project 
with a $50,000 contribution.  The impact on the salt marsh is truly 
impressive.  Material that was dredged from the pond bottom was 
immediately spread onto the marsh and a low-pressure bulldozer 
was employed to get the proper grade.  The next phase of the project 
was planting of salt marsh grasses which took place this spring.  The 
icing on the cake was that an extra grant of $200,000 came through 
at the last minute allowing a portion of contributions to be returned 
to WFC and other donors! Once again, we are tremendously grate-
ful for the commitment and generosity of our donors who came for-
ward to assist us in funding this vital project which will serve the 
health of the pond, as well as our community, for years to come.

WFC Supports Quonochontaug Dredging Project



Weekapaug Preserve (March 2019) 

Last August, the Weekapaug Fire District voted to donate 
the beautiful marshland along Weekapaug Road, known as 
“Lot 17” to WFC. This property is a bird sanctuary with 
Willet and Northern Harrier, both state endangered spe-
cies, making a home here. Great heron and egret can be 
seen on any given day sunning themselves along the water.  
Salt marsh fish and ribbed mussel are found in the interior 
ponds.   According to Daniel Richards, WFD moderator, 
“The Fire District was pleased to complete the transfer of 
Lot 17, which had previously been approved by the Fire 
District’s voters, to the Foundation.    The Weekapaug com-
munity recognized that the Foundation will be the best 
perpetual steward of this important and environmentally 
sensitive salt marsh.”

Gavitt Preserve Conservation Easement 
(Aug 2018)

The original owners of this marshland along Quono-
chontaug Pond remember their grandparents’ generation 
grazing cattle at the marsh property that is now been pre-
served through the joint efforts of the family members, the 
Charlestown Land Trust and the Weekapaug Foundation.  
Climate change and sea level rise had allowed this marsh to 
become quite degraded. Conserving the land made it pos-
sible to expand the land available to receive dredge material 
from the Quonochontaug dredging project; only protected 
lands are eligible for this elevation enhancement.   

This gift was made possible by the following members of 
the Gavitt family:  Richard Gavitt, William Gavitt, Kathleen 
Walton, Betty Jean Page and Priscilla Maurer.  Thank you 
for making land preservation part of your family’s legacy!

Weekapaug Foundation Marks 30th Anniversary
Dear Members,
WFC turns 30 this year and what a better way to celebrate than on our own “Field of Dreams” at Noyes Neck Farm under a tent, enjoying 
a delicious dinner from Gourmey Galley and the wafting music of our string quartet, Anima Players.  We will be honoring the founders of 
our WFC with a surprise recognition to be unveiled at the event.  WFC has come a long way since those 10 insightful citizens got together 
to form this vital organization that continues to preserve open space for the betterment of the environment, the surrounding watershed and 
our very special community.  We now own outright or have development rights on approximately 1,100 acres of land in the salt pond com-
munities.  In the last year, we have purchased or received over 105 acres of conservation land, aided in the dredging of Quonochontaug Pond, 
worked with Weekapaug Green on an initiative to promote green landscaping practices and brought Teresa Crean from  Coastal Resources 
Center (CRC) and Rhode Island Sea Grant at the University of Rhode Island’s Graduate School of Oceanography to our annual meet-
ing to discuss tools for addressing sea level rise.  We are pleased to continue our stewardship monitoring program with volunteers from our 
community and we are conducting Baseline Documentation Reports and implementing Management Plans on our new and old properties 
alike.  All of this work is made possible by your support for the foundation.  Our fundraisers every other year are essential to maintaining our 
annual budgets and allowing the foundation to be strong into the future.  We wish for this event to feel special to all who attend, the marking 
of an important milestone and a celebration of what we have done together.  In that spirit, we will not have an auction, so that attendees can 
relax and enjoy themselves, but we will have a raffle drawing.  If you would like to know how you can help us, please consider purchasing a 
raffle ticket.  Anyone may purchase a raffle ticket and win one of our outstanding prizes: a River Boat Cruise along your selection of locations 
in Europe and Asia with Viking River Boat Cruises, a weekend getaway in Newport at Castle Hill Inn, or a paddle board to enjoy yourself in 
your favorite pond.  (Winners need not be present at the event to win a prize.)  Looking forward to a memorable summer as we mark this 
milestone together and look to the future!

Regards, Rose Cavanagh
Executive Director

An ecologically rich swath of forest adjacent to Shelter Harbor 
Golf Club’s course, this 78-acre property was donated to the 
Foundation by Stonewall LLC in December of last year.  Visit-
ing the property with conservation biologist, Carol Trocki, made 
clear the importance of having this property 
preserved.   Interior ponds are spawning 
grounds to a variety of amphibians includ-
ing wood frogs and spotted salamander, 
and habitat for a variety of wood ducks.   
A diverse array of native plants, including 
wild cranberries, wild blueberries, John’s 
in the pulpit, wood anemone and marsh 
marigolds grow wild in the expansive 
woods.  Deer, rabbits, small mammals and 
a host of wild birds make their homes here.

This generous gift was made possible in 
part by Sam Caspersen and Fred Maynard 
of Stonewall LLC.  Sam’s father, the late 
Finn Caspersen, was a founder of Shel-
ter Harbor Golf Club along with Robert 
McCormack, Fred Whitemore, Charles 
Royce,  Fred Maynard, Stephen Peet and 
James Atwood.  He describes this parcel as 
a “slice of the pizza” and the golf course as 
“the rest of the pizza.”  

Sam’s family has been coming to Haversham for generations.  His 
mother, the late Barbara Caspersen, daughter of Elenor and Sam-
uel Morris, who was a member of the United States Army during 
World War II, had come to the area with her family since 1945.  
According to Sam, she felt her connection to the area “deep in 
her bones.”  

Fred Maynard was also very instrumental in the donation of the 
property and noted that “the Club is very cognizant of the respon-
sibility of where it sits.” Fred’s grandparents Dr. Livingston and 
Margery Houston started coming to the old Weekapaug Inn in the 

1930s.  After the Second World war, they were 
able to purchase a home at 40 Wawaloam 
Drive.  Fred’s parents Fred Maynard, Jr. and 
Carol “Poody” Maynard continued the tra-
dition of coming to Weekapaug.  Fred was 
fortunate enough to purchase the home 
next door to his grandparents’ home in 
1999.  He feels he has his best memories 
in Weekapaug, which he describes as “kid 
heaven,” for its independence, sun, beach 
and summer fun.  His own children, Eliz-
abeth, Rick and Nathaniel, were able to ex-
perience some of the same joys as children 
that Fred experienced.  

Perhaps it was this deep connection to the 
pond communities that made Fred and Sam 
work so hard to preserve this land.  Both 
Sam and Fred expressed that the process 
of making the donation went smoothly, in 
terms of dealing with WFC board, staff and 

counsel.  As to advice for others considering 
making a donation, Sam would suggest that it 

is one small way to “make a contribution, create a legacy that can 
transcend one’s own life.”  While each donation of land alone is not 
enough to save our environment from the challenges of the day, 
collective action by numerous individuals has a lasting and signif-
icant impact.  We thank Sam, Fred and their partners for making 
our community a beautiful place through this donation and for all 
they and their forebears have done for our community.

Founders of Shelter Harbor Golf Club Preserve (Dec 2018)

Nushka Preserve (Dec 2018)

Three buildable lots totaling 2.4 acres were purchased from various 
members of the Barber family in December of 2018.  The board voted to 
name this property after the previous name for Noyes Neck Rd,”Nushka 
Road.” The name is derived from a Hindu word meaning “precious pos-
session,” a fitting testament to the treasure this land is for the Weekapaug 
community whose efforts and contributions enabled us to purchase it.  
The importance of this wooded preserve for the environment can not 
be overstated.  Woodland preservation is crucial to energy savings, im-
proving air and water quality, reducing noise pollution and preserving 
the habitats of a variety of birds, deer and small mammals. This size of 
a wooded preserve will absorb 14.4 tons of carbon dioxide, up to 550 
pounds of small particles of air pollution and put out 9.6 tons of oxygen 
annually.  

The lots have been held by the Barber family for generations whose pres-
ence in Westerly dates back to the 1700s.  Mark Barber explained that 
his ancestor, George Soule, on his father’s side of the family came to New 
England on the Mayflower. Thereafter, the descendants lived in Newport, 
Kingston and then Westerly.  The three lots at 18, 20 and 22 Noyes Neck 
were purchased by Mark’s parents, William and Jean Barber, in 1949.  
Mark’s father, William “Snooky” Barber was a notable baseball player for 
the Southern RI Industrial League and served in the army in World War 
II, holding the line in Europe at the Battle of the Bulge from December 1944 to January 1945, one of the last major offen-
sives by the Germans and counteroffensives by the Allies in the war.  Jean served as a plane spotter during the war. After 
the war, William worked for Cotrell’s for 57 years, traveling the world installing printing presses that were sometimes as 
large as a city block and Jean settled down to tending the home front, taking pride in caring for their children and their 
land, which had been a nursery when they purchased it.  The Norway spruces on their property grew to be so tall that 
airplanes used them as beacons.

WFC realizes the importance of this property as the entrance to Weekapaug; we are so pleased that the view hasn’t changed 
since Mark Barber got off the bus from school in the 1950s.  The special character of the neighborhood with the open land 
from Noyes Neck Farm, the wooded lots and the Ocean-Breeze Farm across the way will now be preserved in perpetuity.
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