
 

 

Butterfly Project at Noyes Neck Farm 

 
Overview: This year WFC’s Stewardship Committee plans to launch an exciting new 
program to establish a 2,000 sq. ft. Butterfly Garden adjacent to the WFC’s Community 
Garden on Noyes Neck Road.  This location is an ideal one because of the availability of 
water to help the newly established plantings thrive. 
 
Details/ Price: Stacey O’Rourke is leading this project and is working with Susan 
DiLoreto (former Stewardship Chair) and Robert Grassi (Florida monarch project 
coordinator) on the planning.  She currently has a proposal from Broadview Landscaping 
for $2,160.00 to do rototilling, soil preparation, supply plantings and seed mixtures to 
establish the garden. We are building into the budget additional funds for the purchase of 
monarch butterflies to populate the garden and other supplies necessary for the garden 
such as hoses, sprinklers, timers and additional plants, etc. 
 
If all goes as we plan to apply for Monarch Way Station Certification. 
 
Grant Potential: We are also planning to partner with Southern Rhode Island 
Conservation District for advice on this project as well as on seeking additional grant 
monies to apply toward possible future expansion of the garden. 
 
  



 

 
Forest Management Plan with NRCS Approved Forester 

 
A. The Details 

WFC would employ the services of Greg Cassidy, NRCS approved forester to write a forestry management plan 

for Noyes Neck Farm and the Nushka Preserve. The Nushka Preserve is our most recently acquired property of 

2.4 acres and the Noyes Neck Farm is a 41-acre contiguous property, approximately 60% of which is forest and 

40% farmland/community garden.  

B. Purpose and Benefits of Forest Management for the Environment and WFC 

The management of forest habitats for the benefit wildlife requires an understanding of how specific timber 

management treatments affect the targeted species. The characteristics of effective management strategies 

include:  

1) an inventory and description of forest management areas, including vegetation species composition and 

age structure, consideration of how the managed area fits into the overall landscape 

2) defining implementable timber management practices for the management area with reference to the 

objectives for the management area, such as managing target species or increasing biodiversity 

Some of the possible techniques that we may need to employ include:  a) planting tree seeds, seedlings or 

cuttings b) thinning weak or suppressed trees and opening growing space for the remaining healthy trees.  

Benefit for the Forest: Periodic thinning treatments help reduce the risk of insect infestations, disease, and 

catastrophic fires.  

Benefit for Wildlife: A biodiverse and age-diverse forest would allow a variety of species such as American 

Woodcock to find the young forest habitat they need while Scarlet Tanagers could utilize more mature patches 

of woods.  

Benefit for WFC Membership: Part of the management plan would call out the need for a trail to better access 

the interior. This trail could then receive funding from NRCS and could be a benefit for WFC as a place for 

nature walks and possible educational events. 

C. NRCS Funding 

The management fund would strategically be authored by an NRCS approved forester. This would allow WFC 

to apply for NRCS grant funding for plan implementation. Anecdotally, the last plan this forester worked on 

was 100% funded by NRCS. 

D. The Cost/Source for Funding 

The cost of $1,100 has been pre-funded by the Hunt Foundation, which has already generously donated more 

than enough grant money to cover the entire cost of the management plan and with several thousands left over 

that could be applied towards implementing the project. By doing the plan and applying for the grant we do not 

have to commit to future expenditures.  We can evaluate the grant and make a decision on the award at that 

time.  



 

 

 

Ground Water Research project with URI Researcher 

    

A. Purpose  

 

To explore the effect of Sea Level Rise (SLR) on the purity of groundwater.  Thesis to be explored is that 

SLR shortens the distance between septic systems and groundwater tables thus allowing more bacteria and 

nitrogen to filter into the groundwater. 

 

B. Details 

 

Four digital measuring wells (with measurement devices) will be installed on Langworthy Field and the 

Gavitt Preserve. The URI team will monitor the digital readings periodically (e.g., twice) during the year.  

The wells are essentially 2-to-3-inch PVC perforated PVC sunk approximately eight feet into the ground 

(with a few inches protruding above ground).  In the pipe is a measuring device that monitors digitally the 

level of the ground water changes.  

  

C. The Benefits 

 

WFC would meaningfully contribute to the understanding of and preparation for ameliorating the effects of 

climate change. WFC could share information with the community so that meaningful solutions could be 

considered to protect water supplies. (For example, Quonochontaug is a community that relies on well 

water.) 

WFC could write an article about the project and perhaps host a summer informational event discussing it. 

 

D. The Costs – FREE 

 

The project has a generous sponsor – Russ O’Haver. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Langworthy Field Project with NRCS 

   Purpose  

To utilize best practices for farmland conservation as identified by Southern Rhode Island Conservation 

District to enhance the conservation values on Langworthy Field.  

To utilize the plan to apply for funding from NCRS, the federal agency that is most involved with 

conservation grants. 

 

E. Details 

 

The project as designed by the conservation biologist would address the following issues on 

Langworthy Field: 

 

1) Soil erosion – plant a cover crop that can be interseeded with the corn such as clover, brassica or 

additional grass species 

2) Prevent chemicals from manure or compost from reaching surface water and groundwater— plant 

vegetated buffers or filter strips to trap nutrients and keep them from reaching water sources. 

3) Add additional cover crop to better improve the diversity of wildlife populations served by the 

property 

4) Address invasive species through physical removal (though chemical application also discussed) 

5) Create vegetative buffers to improve terrestrial habitats – these same vegetative buffers provide 

better “homes” for wildlife. 

 

 

F. The Benefits 

 

1) Improve water quality- Less soil erosion is better for water quality, as is keeping chemicals from 

reaching surface water and groundwater 

2) The planting of an additional cover crop will better improve the diversity of wildlife populations 

served by the property 

3) Addressing invasive species through physical removal preserves the native flora population and is a 

long-term benefit for the wildlife 

4) Creating vegetative buffers improve terrestrial habitats 

 

G. The Costs  

No cost for 2021. We are going to get the plan approved this year by NRCS.  We plan to initiate project 

in Spring of 2022. Total project is estimated at $5K and the NRCS reimburses us 75% of project costs. 


